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PREFACS. 



THE followiug brief Dissertationy upon the 
subjects mentioned in the title'-page, together 
with the Appendix, is presented to the public, 
with the view, not as some (who have seen 
the prospectus) have supposed, to oppose the 
fipint ol reli^on j but rather to promote a 
spirit of religious inquiry, and of rational and 
pious devotion. In reprehending opinions and 
practices which he views to be erroneous, and 
in detecting misrepresentations, the Author 
has aimed to be plain and uneijuivocal, yet 
moderate, even where severity might peihaps 
have been justifiable. He highly prizes the 
blessings of friendship, and of Christian and 
social intercourse, among all the professors of 
religion. He still more highly values the 
trum as it is in Jesus ; earnestly wishing i^ 
universal diSusiim, and the united conformity 
«f all maAjund to its heavenly dictates. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Of Extraordinary JiwakeningSj or Religious 

Stirs, 

TRUE religion is of all things most impor- 
tant and desirable. It enhances the value of 
all temporal enjoyments, and it adds manj 
new and inestimaUe comforts of its own. Its 
real progress in the world, and in the hearts 
of individuals, is marked with the most saluta- 
ry effects 5 always bringing glory to God in the 
highest, by disseminating peace and good will 
a mong men. Every real Christian, therefore, 
m ill rejoice to see the Christian religion pro- 
moted, und its heavenly influence enlarged 
and extended. 

The means by which thi^ is effected, are, 
the written word 5 the preaching of the gos- 
pel, with the administration of its holy ordi- 
nances 5 and the operations of the Spirit, con- 
curring with the dispensations of divine Pro- 
' vidence. 

That the eftect of these means may, at some 
periods, and in some places, be more evident, 
and more extensive than at others, is wha^I 
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«m by no meAns disposed to deny. Yet every 
movement or excitement, of a serious or reli- 
gious nature,, which may occur at different 
times and in different places, and which are 
usually called awakenings, or religious stirs, 
ought not to be too hastily ascribed to the 
Spirit of God,or the operations of divinegracc 
Hpon the heart. These religious stirs (as they 
are called) sometimes appear to originate in 
circumstances, to say the least, doubtful and 
suspicious 5 they are frequently carried on in > 
a way, and by means, which I apprehend, 
are not warranted by scripture 5 and their ef- 
fects are often such as leave it very doubtful 
whether any real and lasting advantages have 
been produced by them. 

Many, who are now living, probably well 
remember the time when the celebrated Mr. 
Whitfield, and some others who were cotem- 
porary with him, itinerated through the coun- 
try, and the extraordinary religious move* 
ments, which in many places were attluitlime 
excited. Yet I imagine there are but few who 
will not admit that this excitement was pro- 
^ kably more the effect of the novel parni^r im 



whkh thc^ proceeded ; the cxtraordinarjr zeal 
which thej manifested ; and their pointed ad- 
dresses to the feelings and passions ; than to 
any new and uncommon operations of the Spi- 
rity ^hich attended their public ministration. 

Those who are acquainted with the exer- 
^ses and operations of the human mind, know 
that it is very susceptible of impressions from 
various canses and circumstances. The minds 
of young people in particular, are very easily 
wrought upon ; especially by any thing which 
appears new or singular. Whether it be new 
in itself, or only new in the manner in which 
k is exhibited to them ; it excites .their curi- 
osity, and arrests their attention. Hence the 
very different effect which the same sermon 
will have upon the same congregation, when 
only read to them in a plain, distinct man- 
ner 5 and whep delivered to them with suit- 
able gestures, an engaging countenance, and 
a commanding, eloquence. 

The power of sympathy also, upon tlie mind, 
13 much greater tlian many are aware : inso- 
much that, in many instances, we almost im- 
peixcptibly imbibe the feelings, and imitate 
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the actions of others. Religion, howcTer, it 
Appears to me, ought to Kave its foundation, 
not in the imagination and fancy, and passions, 
but in the understanding and judgment 5 so 
that we may be able to give, if not a regular 
and systematic, yet a rational and scriptural 
account of the hope that is in us. " The eyes 
of your tinderstanding, (say^ the apostle^) 
being enlightened, that ye may know what is 
the hope of his calling, and what the riches of 
iheglory of his inheritance in the saints.'' 

I cannot forbear here to take notice of au 
opinion which prevail^, and which at this time 
is considerably insisted upon 5 but to which 
I can by no means subscribe. It is this— that 
the Lord visits particular places, towns or 
neighborhoods, at certain periods ; continue* 
with them, (I suppose they mean by the spe- 
cial influences of his Spirit,) for a short time? 
and then again leaves them. In the present 
religious excitement, or stir, the ministers in 
several parishes have informed the people that 
the Lord was then in the place :•— they have 
stated the number of years that had elapsed 
«ince Ive was, there before 5 that he probably 
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would confinuc witb item but a short time * 
and that if they should not be converted dur- 
ing that space, it was most likely they would 
never be ; or would never have another such 
opportunity. That a congregation, especially 
the younger part, should have their attention 
arrested, and their fears excited, by such nov- 
el and alarming representations, is not sur- 
prising. But whether such representations 
tend to give those views of the character and 
attributes pf the Diety, which are necessarily 
included in a genuine and gospel repentance, 
I leave the reader to judge. 

^ With respect to the idea that those who 
neglect stxAi an opportunity, will probably 
never be converted, I would remark, that if 
they were elected from eternity, they doubt- 
less will be converted in due time, by the ir- 
resistible operations of the Spirit. And if 
they have not been thus elected, then, ac- 
cording to that doctrine, no awakenings, or 
religious stirs, can be of any real or saving 
advantage to them. 

It is observable, that the subjects of these 
'extraordinary movements, are principally 
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jrduiig people, and especially females. TheiK 
minds are most susceptible of impressions, 
and their passions easily wrought upon. Fop 
this purpose, schools and academies hilve been 
visited, and pathetic and alarming addresses 
delivered to the students : and in one in- 
stance, I have been informed, a separation 
was caused to be made, resembling that which 
we are told shall take place at the day of 
judgment, as represented in the 25th chapter 
of St. Matthew's Gospel. Such an artifice, 
perhaps I ought to say, bold usurpation of the 
divine prerogative, would doubtless have an 
alarming eft'ect upon young and ignorant 
minds : and de who sometimes causes the 
wrath of man to praise him, might indeed 
over-rule it for good ; yet should it be so, this 
would not, in my view, justify a procedure so 
unwarrantable and presumptuous $ and so finr 
exceeding**flie ' powers given, and the limits 
prescribed, to frail and erring man. 

The principle or passion in mankind, whicl^ 
many seem to think it peculiarly proper t9 
address, on the subject of religion, is fear. 
But although wisely implanted in th« humaa 
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Hiind, to serve the most important purposes ; 
jet, when excited to a high degree, this pas- 
sion, mere perhaps than any other, deprives a 
person of the proper exercise of bis reason 
and judgment. When tliis is the case in mat- 
ters of religion, irregularities and extrava- 
gancies will ensue ; and errors, sometimes 
the most absurd, will be as readily embraced 
as truth. 

Our blessed Saviour, sometimes indeed, in 
cases of obstinate infidelity, and perverse im- 
penitence, made use of severity of language, 
and alarming denunciations: But, except in 
such cases, his instructions and exhortations 
were mild and inviting. He endeavored to 
win mankind over to the ways of religion and 
truth, by arguments the most persuasive j by 
representing the Almighty in the most amia- 
ble liglit, and as standing in the most endear- 
ing relation to his needy and sinful creatures. 
<«If ye, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
fliem that ask him." 



-'* Ilis exhortation mild, 



** Bade the meek radiance of celestial hop« 
**Beam on the laded brow.'* 
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1 have already noticed the power of sym- 
, pathy 5 and it is in no case, perhaps, more 
evident than in that of fear, especially upon 
the minds of young persons. When they see 
one of their acquaintance or friends, or even 
a stranger, whose mind is agitated by fear and 
terror, the same emotions are almost irresisti- 
bly produced in themselves 5 and ere they ar« 
aware of it, they find themselves trembling 
and in tears, they know not why. Now such 
emotions are not the eftect of a rational convic- 
tion, or of genuine penitence, which (it will be 
allowed) should iarise from a sense of the di- 
vine goodness and forbearance, and of our vile- 

ness and ingratitude. 

One prominent measure adopted, to carry 
•n arid perpetuate these religious stirs, is what 
are called conference meetings. These, in the 
manner they are frequently conductiad, are, 
in my opinion, highly objectionable. A par- 
ticular account of them will be found in a sub- 
sequent chapter, under the head of Confer- 
ence Meetings, S^e. 

Before I leav^ the subject of extraordinary 
awakenings, or religious stirs, I beg leave to^ 
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notice some of tlie consequences which u^ual^ 
\j result from thenu 

And here I shall not undertake to deter- 
mine that no good effects are, in any respect, 
or in any instances, produced bj them. On 
the contrary, I would hope, that at these 
limes, and under these extraordinary excite- 
ments, impressions are made on the minds of 
|M)me individuals, which are genuine and per- 
manent. For, as I before remarked, to the 
same effect, Grod can bring order out of con- 
fusion ; for he hath his way also in the whirl- 
wind and in the storm ; through his gracious 
influence are more usually communicated in 
a " still, sniall voice ;'' and when, with hum- 
ble and penitent hearts, we modestly attend 
upon the regularly constituted means and or- 
dinances of religion. 

Another effect produced by these stirs, and 
which I consider a valuable one, is, that they 
lead many persons to examine more carefully « 
into the nature of religion, and the constitu- 
tion of the Christian church — ^its doctrines, 
government, and worship 5 the result ofwliich 
has very commonly been, tlie addition to the 
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Episcopal church of a numbef of valuable 
^embers, y^o have become warmly attached 
to, and constant attendants upon, her pioiTs 
and orderly sendee. 

But there are some effects, produced by 
these religious stirs, and some circumstances 
attending them, which are not so favourable 
to the interests of true religion. One is, an 
uncommonly active zeal in proselyting. Thia 
zeal, when properly regulated, arid exercised 
with a spirit of candour and liberality, is not 
censurable 5 for while a person believes that 
the system of religion which he h«^s adopted, 
is the best, he may, from the best motives, 
wish others to embrace the same system.* 

* I confess I do not nnderstand by what principle 
of religion tbose persons are actuated, vrbo say, 
that if they were in another country ♦ they would 
adopt a drffereut system ; or that , if they were 
young/ they would unite themselves to a different 
denomination of Christians : but that, being ad- 
vanced in life, and tl^eir connexions situated as they 
are, they think it not advisable to change. This, 
1 should suppose, was trifling a little too much in 
the important troncerns of religion : for every per- 
son, in whatever country he may be situated, and 
in every peHod of life, is bound to worship and 
serve God, in the way which, according to his best 
judgment, he thinks most agreeable to the Di- 
vine will. 



But nrhen, for tliis piirpose, detractioii and 
misrepresentations are resorted to, and low 
tricks of religious guiJe and hypocritical cant 
are practised;* it looks more like the zeal of 
a party, to accomplish party purposes, and to 
promote separate interests, than an open, and 
candid, and generous exertion to advance the 
cause of Christ, and to increase ihe influence 
of his heavenly religion in the hearts and lives 
«f men. 

Intimately connected with this zeal for 
proselyting, is that spirit of bitterness which 

If it is discovered that a person is somewhat 
warering, and not fully settled in his religjoat 
principles, every exertion is made to bring him 
over to the faifh : Conferences are set up in tho 
ne^hborhood : and numbers discover, all at once, 
* ^®'y great concern for the person*8 spiritual 
welfare. He is repeatedly visited by those who 
never before vonchsafed him a neighbourly call, 
or a fnend/y salutation ; and, among other pious 
discourses, he is usually reminded that there is 
i»ery little religion among church people ; — that 
they do not hold to conviction^ converHon, and «jp- 
perience ;— that they think baptism^ and a little 
morality, is all that is necessary ; and that their 
worship is a mere formal ceremony, without any 
spiritual devotion ; with many other thin/cs res- 
pecting the church, which are equally true^ and 
•qually adapted to the purposes of a pious viiit* 
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usually accompaoies these reli^ous conim©'- 
tions, or stirs. All those who do not fall in 
* with the workf (as it is called,) and endeav- 
or to promote it, by adopting the means and 
tneasures which are pointed out, are consid- 
ered as having no experimental knowledge 
of the operations of Divine grace. And those 
who presume to call in question the propriety 
of any of those measures, or who suggest a 
doubt of the genuineness of tlie work, and its 
saltuary effects and consequences, are regard- 
ed as opposing the cause of ChrisJ, and the 
influences of the Spirit. Hence many se^m 
to think themselves justified in treating such 
persons not only as aliens from the common*- 
wealtii of Israel, and strangers to the cove" 
nant of promise ; but also as enemies to God, 
and to the cross of Christ, whose end is de- 
struction. 

These things, however, ought not to deter 
us from examining into the origin, nature, and 
eilects, of any pretended extraordinary in- 
fluences and operations, which claim the Holy 
Spirit for their author 5 for we are not (hasti- 
ly) to believe " every spirit^ but to try the 
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dpiritS) whether they are of God ;" to bring 
them to the test of the written word, the ua-^/ 
erring standard of truth ^ ^ to the law and to 
the testimonj* If thej speak not according 
tothese,itis because there isnolightin them.'* 

** Beware (says a certain writer) of that 
flaaghter of pride, enthusiasm. O, keep at the 
utmost distance from it. Give no place to 
a heated imagination. Do not hastily ascribe 
things to God. Believe not every spirit I say 
yet again, Beware of enthusiasm. Beware 
rf judging people to be right or wrwig, by 
your own feelings. This is no scriptural way 
«f judging, O, keep close to the law and to 
Ihe testimony.'^ 

I think if proper here to take notice of a 
remark which is often made, and which, upon 
sfflne minds, may have a cwisiderable effect. 
It isy that there are seldom, if ever, any ex- 
traordinary awakenings, or religious s^a*, in 
fee Episcopal church. And the inference, I 
suppose, is, that there is very little real re- 
ligion among Episc(^alians. However the 
pr^dises may be decided, tire inference we 
;^e not> willing to admit. 
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Episcopalians fiiUy believe in the influenced 
and operations of the Holy Si»rit,and that these 
are absolutely necessary to salvation. Hence, 
they are directed constantly to pray for them, 
and to entreat that God would not take hi» 
Holy Spirit from them. They believe that re- 
generation, illumination, conversion, and ren- 
ovation, are neciessary, and that these are ef- 
fected by the operations of the Spirit. But 
they are not taught to believe, that th^ extra- 
ordinary and irresistHite influences of the Spir- 
it are given to a certain number, namely, the 
elect ; and that only the ordinary influences 
are given to others, which are not sufficient, 
nor intended to bring them to repentance and • 
salvation ; but that still they are sufficient to 
leave them without excuse. They are instruct- 
ed to regard the Almighty as always sincere 
in his calls and admonitions, and always ready 
cftectuallyto aid their sincere endeavors. 

The clergy find their congregations more 
attentive to the concerns of religion at some 
periods than others ; and more frequent addi- 
tions are made to the communion of the 
church, at some seasons, than at others. Yet 
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tills is done with but little noise and parade. 
When a person or persons are disposed i9 
come to the communion, being such, as far as 
human judgment can det^ihine, as are proper 
subjects for that ordinance, they do not wait 
until a lai^ number are ready to come for- 
ward with them, (which I have observed • is 
often the case, in time of a religious stir.) 
Nor is it thought necessary that ^ey should 
stand publickly propounded for several weeks 
before they come ts the communion, or as 
some (I think improperly) express it, before 
they join, or are taken into the church 5 be- 
cause /or this, we find no warrant or direction 
in scripture. ♦ In some Episcopal congrega- 
tions, the holy sacrament is seldom adminis- 
tered without the admission of some new com- 

* It 18 not the standing thiis propounded, nor 
a^ssenting to* a certain iastruDient, called a cove- 
nant, which, at the time ot admission is read to 
then, which constitutes persons members of the 
church. Nor does the partaking of the cominun* 
ion make them members. This is a privilcige 
they enjoy, aqd a duty incumbent upon them, 
being members ; but the pnly .sc.iptural mode of 
initiation into tlie Christian churcii, is, we thiok» 
bejond all conlrovorsy, the ordinance of bap- 
tisnf*. 
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municantd. And although all those wh© par- 
take at the altar with us, are not as devout 
and as exemplary as it is ardently wished 
they might be 5 jet, that they are not gener- 
ally as useful members of society, and as up- 
right and pious Christians, as are those of 
other communions^ is a proposition, the truth 
of which it might be difficult to ascertain. 

With respect to extraordinary aw^kfenings, 
or religious stirs, in the ideas which appear 
to be generally entertained of them, and in 
the manner in which they are usually carried 
•n, the Episcopal church knows but little a- 
bout them. She has her ancient land-marks 
aild rules, from which neither her clergy 
nor people are allowed to deviate. No pre- 
tences to immediate inspiration — ^no extraor- 
dinary zeal, or religious fervour, are supposed 
to supercede their utility, or caiwel the obli- 
gation to adhere to them. Order is her first 
law 5 with which, from scripture, as well as 
from long experience, she is convinced her 
Redeemer is well pleased. Neitlier the con- 
vulsions of nations, the revolutions of govern- 
ments, nor the raving of fanaticism, have pre- 
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failed on her to depart from her established 
rules, or deviate from her well regulated 
forms and offices of devotion, the pride of her 
children, and the admiration of strangers.-— 
With an even tenor, she pursues her course, 
throu^ this inconstant and changing world, 
marking the footsteps of her Saviour, and 
* tracing his bright example, from the manger 
which first received his infant body, to the 
right hand of the eternal Father, where he ev- 
er lives, her glorious Advocate and Ii^er- 

eessor- 

It may be proper in this place to notice aa 
objection which is frequently made against 
Episcopalians, and which, from its being of- 
ten repeated, has probably had some effect 
upon ignorant minds; It is, that they expect 
to obtain salvation by their own works. 

Never was there an objection more ground- 
less than this : and it would require the ex- 
ercise of a very liberal charity, to suppose 
that it is not sometimes urged, in direct and 
wilful violation of the principles of truth and 
candour, and with the sole view of exciting 
prejudices a^nst the doctrines and worship 



• 



34 

of the Church. Whei^ can tliere be found 
the least caude for such an objection? the. 
least shadow of reason for such an insinua- 
tion ? Do Episcopalians acknowledge that 
the J expert to obtain salvation, in whole or In 
part, by the merit of their own works ? Or 
is there any thing in the Articles or Liturgy, 
of the Church, which can be construed so a» : 
iQ give the least countenance to such an idea? 
The 11th Article says, " We areaccouat- 
«d nghteous before God, only for the merit rf 
our^ord and Saviour Jesus Christ, byiaith 
and not for our own works or deservings. 
The 18th Article says, " They also are t» 
be had accursed, that presume to say, that«v- 
«ry man shall be saved by the law or sect 
which he professeth, so that he be diligent t% 
frame his life according to tliat law, and the 
light of nature. For holy scripture 4oth set 
out unto us only the name of Jesus Ckisl^ 
whereby men must be saved/^ « The olBer- 
^ig of Christ once made, is that perfect re- 
demption, propitiation and satisfaction for all 
the sins of the whole world, both original anJ 
actual ; and there is none o^jer satisfac&oi 
% sin, bat tiiat alone.*> 






25 



Such is the language of the Church, in her 

Articles, upon this subject. Let the reader 

judge, whether, in these Articles, salvation 

by works is inculcated, or by the merits of 

Christ. 

The whole of the Liturgy is in perfect ac- 
cordance with these Articles. In no instance, 
is any merit or worthinesa ascribed to man, or 
to any thing which he does : but the most per- 
fect reliance is constantly expressed, on the 
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ. Hence, 
** by him^ thrmigh him^ for his sake^^^ or 
words of similar import, conclude almost ev- 
ery prayer and collect, however short. 

For the sake of some, who, perhaps, may 
have the curiosity to read this small work, but 
whose prejudices will not allow fliem ijo ex- 
amine the Book of Common Prayer, I will 
here insert two or three short quotations. 

One of the Prayers in the Communion Ser- 
vice, is as follows :*^ 

" We do not presume to come to this thy 
Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
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gather up the crumbs under ihy Table. But 
tiiou ai-t the same Lord, whose property is al- 
ways to have mercy : Grant us tlierefore, gra- 
cious Lord, so to e^t the flesh of thy dear Som 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our 
sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 
and our souls washed through his most pre- 
cious blood, and' that we may evermore dwell 
in him, and he in us." 

The Prayer of Consecration, (as it is call- 
ed,) which immediately follows the one above 
quoted, concludes iu the following language. 
« And although we are unworthy through our 
manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice 5 
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bound- 
en duty and service, not weighing our merits 5 
but pardoning our offences; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord 5 by whom, and with whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honour and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end,'* 

The Prayer or Collect, for the 12th Sunday 
after Trinity, is as follows : — 

« Almighty and everlasting God, who art 
always more ready to hear than we to pfaj? 



and art wimt to give more Hian eiUier we tie- 
gire or deserve 5 pour down upon us the a- 
bundance of thy mercy, forgiving U3 those 
thinss whereof our conscience is afnnd, and 
giving us those good things which we are not 
worthy to ask, but through the merits and me- 
diation of Jesus Christy thy Son our Lord.^' 

But why should I multiply evidence to 
show the fallacy of an objection or insinua- 
tion, which can only be made by persons ei- 
ther wilfully ignorant, or blinded by the most 
inveterate prejudice ? 

With respect to good works, the Church, 
ijhou^ she does not view them as meritorious, 
yet fihe considers them as indispensably ne- 
cessary 5 because no faith is genuine, but that 
wliich produces good works — ^because, with- 
out obedience to the commands of God, there 
con be no sincere love to him 5 and because 
every man will hereafter be rewarded accord- 
ing to his works. 

There are many other objections raised a- 
gainst the Episcopal Church, all of which are 
equally groundless and unreasonable. And 
I am persuaded its doctrines, discipline and- 
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M't)rsliip, will all bear the test of the strictest 
examination. That they will be found con- 
formable to the directions given by our Sav- 
iour and his Apostles, and to the practice af 
the Christian Church, in its earliest and pur- 
est ages. 

In these Eastern States particularly, the - 
Episcopal Church has had to contend with 
many difficulties, and with much opposition. 
Her enemies have been numerous and power- 
ful ; and it is evident that, in some instances^ 
they have borne a tyrannous hate against her. 
Even at present, the powers that be, seem 
not very much disposed to favour our Zion, 
or to speak coihfortably to our Jerusalem : Or 
if, hi times, peaceable things have been spok- 
en, and words made use of which were soft- 
er than butter, and smpother than oil ; yet, 
events have proved, tliat war was in the heart. 
Still, under these adverse circumstances, tlie 
Church has gradually, and sometimes rapidly 
increased ; so that, from a very little one, she 
has become many thousands. The fiery zeal 
with which it has been assailed, has not con- 
sumed this humble bush, because Jehovah is 
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in tlie midst of it. Its roots are still moistenT 
ed with the dews of heaven ; and its spread- 
ing branches, covered with the leaves of me- 
dicinal virtue, invite the disordered nations to 
oome and repose under their healing influence. 
These figures will perhaps be thought too 
bold, or too fanciful : but they are figures 
used in scripture, to represent the Church of 
God, and such, we think, truly, is tlie Episco- 
pal Church. 

c» 
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CHAPTER II. 



&oncerning the Jyiature of Conversion^ Be- 
generation^ Renovation^ and a Change of 
Heart. 

TRUE religion invites inquiry and inves- 
tigation. The more it is candidly investi- 
gated, the more rational, important and de- 
sirable it appears. ' 

It will be admitted on all hands, that the 
work of divine grace, in the hearts of men, 
is begun and carri^ on by the blessed influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, who worketh in 
them both to will and to do, of hfe good plea- 
sure. Whilst the Gospel Church was ytt in 
its infancy, and before Christianity was es- 
tablished in the world, the operations of the 
Holy Ghost were frequently extraordinary 
and miraculous. As the necessities of the 
Church became less urgent, these extraordi- 
nary operations were gradually withdrawn, 
until they finally ceased. The age of mira- 
cles is long since past. But the Holy Spirit, 
in his ordinary influences^ is still graciously 
given, to reprove the world of sin, of right- 



51 

eousness, and of judgment — ^to enlighten, re- 
new, and sanctify the souls of believers ; and 
to strengthen, support and comfort them, aa 
their circumstances may require. That the 
Holy Spirit operates upon all men, with suflS- 
cient energy to bring them to repentance and 
salvation, if they are not wanting in their 
own endeavours, we must admit, if we be- 
lieve his calk and admonitions are given in 
sincerity. But that his gracious influences 
are, in any instances, irresistible, or that it 
is necessary they should be so, that they may 
be savingly effectual, requires proof and evi- 
dence which I have never yet met with. 

Properly connected with this subject is the 
inquiry concerning the nature of conversion, 
regeneration, and renovation 5 terms which, 
I apprehend, are often improperly confound- 
'ed together, and considered as synonymous. 
Conversion^ in the language of scripture, geii- 
erally means, the turning from erroneous 0- 
piniohs, and wicked practices, to such as are 
right and good. Thus, our Saviour says to 
his disciples, " Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter 
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infco the kingdom of heaven." Burkitt, in his 
notes upon this passage, observes, that '^ our 
Saviour, intending to cure^ the pride and ant- 
bition of his disciples, (who had just been in- 
quiring of him, who was the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven,) first preaches to them 
the doctrine of humilily ; and to enforce his 
doctrine he sets before them a little child, the 
proper emblem of humility ; assuring them, 
that^nless they be converted, or imned from 
this sin of pride and ambition, and become as 
a little child, in lowliness of mind and con- 
tempt of worldly greatness, they cannot be 
saved." He then further remarks, that " per- 
sons already converted, do stand in need of 
farther conversion : they that are converted 
from a state of sin, may want to be converted 
from a particulai: act of sin." 

St. Peter, in speaking to the Jews, whom 
he charges with haidng killed the Prmce of 
Life, says, "Repent and be converted." That 
is, as the same expositor remarks, "Repent 
of your rejecting Jesus Christ, and be con- 
verted to true Christianity. To repent, doth 
deq^ote a change of the mind and judgment j 
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an J to be converted, a change In the life and 
conversation." And then he justly observes, 
" The exhortation doth denote our duty, and 
supposes our ability also, by the assistance of 
that grace \vhich will never be wanting, to 
sincere endeavours." 

St. James says, " Brethren, if any of you 
do err froni the truth, and one convert him, 
let him know, that he which converteth the 
sinner fnM the error of his way, shall save a 
soul from death ; and shJdl hide a multitude 
of sins. From this passage, as well as others 
^hich might be cited, it appears that conver- 
sion may.be often repeated. As often as we 
relapse into sin, or err from the truth, so of- 
teir must we be converted from the error of 

our way. 

I have been thus particular in explaining 
the scriptural meaning of the term conver- 
sion 5 because that, and the words regenera- 
tion and renovation, have been so often indis- 
criminately used,, as words of the same im- 
port. 

Begeneration signifies a new birth. There- 
fore, to be regenerated, and to be bom again, 
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ii|«Sn ^ {he )£ame tiling. But thej are not of 
' tlie s«i^ meaning with conversion. A person 
may.Be converted before he is regenerated, 
and he ijia^ be converted after he is regener- 
ated 5 biit he cannot, correctly speaking, be 
regenerated, or bom. ^ain, but once. This 
idea, which I take to be a correct one, will 
assist us to understand the nature Qf regener* 
aiion, and the manner in which it is efte^ted. 
In order rightly to comprehentdihe doctrine 
of the new birth, we must have recourse to 
the conversation of our blessed Saviour with 
the Jewish ruler, as related in the Sd chapter 
of the Gospel by St. John, where the subject 
is concisely indeed, yet, I think, plainly il- 
lustrated. In the first place, our Saviour says, 
^' Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingkom of God.'* This learned Rabbi, 
not comprehending the meaning of this de- 
claration, and desiring farther instruction, 
*^ Jesu&^answered^and said unto him. Verily, 
verily I say unto you, except a man be, bora 
of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God." According, then, 
td ^r Saviour's explanation of the new birth. 
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two distinct things must concur in it $ nam^j 
water, and the Spirit ; the application of wa- 
ter to the outward, and of the Spirit to the 
inward man. ' Without their conjoint appli- 
cation, there can lie no scrfptural regeneration. 
Separate thfem, and see what is the conse- 
quence, it must be this 5 that we make two 
regenerations, two new births, necessary, wie 
of water, and another of the Spirit; and that 
these may tlke'j^flLce at different periods. For 
instance^ according io this idea, a man may 
be bom of water io^ay, and of the Spirit to. 
morrow ; or he may be bom of the Spirit to- 
day, and of water to-morrow 5 or the next 
year, or twenty years hence ; making two new 
births necessary ; for he must be bom of wa- 
ter, and he must be bom of the Spirit. Yet 
it is admitted on all sides, that there is but 
one regeneration, one new birth, spoken of in 
the Gospel. Consequently, we must be bom 
of water and of the Spirit at the same time. 
Now that, by'Ving bora of water, baptism by 
water is to be understood, none I believe will 
controvert ; and if so,, it follows, that without 
baptism by water, there ean be no regemera- 
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tion. Yet water baptism alonie, would not be 
regeneration ; nor are the influences of the 
Spirit without baptism, regeneration. But 
when baptism with water is duly administer- 
ed to a proper subject, accompanied with the 
influences of the Spirit, (which in that case 
we have reason to believe are never withheld,) 
the person thus baptised with water and the 
Holy Ghost— thus bom again of water and the 
Spiriir— is truly, and in the scri^ure sense, 
regenerated 5 that is, he is placed, as it were, 
in a new state 5 the principle of a new and 
hely life is implanted in Kim 5 he is born into 
the kingdom or family of God ; becomes an 
heir of that new covenant, or dispensation of 
the Gospel, of which Jesus Christ is the Me- 
diator 5 and (complying witii the conditiona 
which on his part are enjoined) is entitled to 
all its privileges and its promises. 

. Nor is this account of Baptism and Regen- 
eration 1 ew or singular, whatever dift'erent 
opinions and practices some may have adop* 
ted. 

In th*^ 29th chapter of tiie Presbyterian and 
Congregational Confession of Fmth^ it i^ thug 
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fttaied, " Baptism is a sacrament of ihc New 
Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, to be 
unto the party baptized, a sign and seal of the 
covenant of grace 5 of his engrafting into 
Christ ; of regeneration ; of remission of sin, 
and of his giving up unto God, through Jesua 
Christ, to walk in nesvness of life. Which 
ordinance is, by Christ's own appointment, to 
be continued in his Church, until the end oi 
tlie world." 

Again, in the 6th aaticle of the same chap- 
ter, we find it thus : " The efficacy of Bap- 
tism is not tied to that moment of time where- 
in it is administered : yet, notwithstanding, 
by the right use of this ordinance, the grace 
promised is, not only offered, but really ex- 
hibited and conferred by the Holy Ghost, 
(whether of age or infants,) as that grace be- 
longeth unto, according to the counsel of God's 
own will, in his appointed time," I shall now 
close my observations upon this point, with a 
quotation from a pamphlet, entitled, An Evan- 
gelical Dissertation on Spiritual Regenera- 
tion. ** Thus," says the writer, (after inser- 
ting the above named articles,) '' the public 



offices and prayers of the Episcopal Churcft 
and the Presbyterian aiyd Congregational ar- 
ticles, all perfectly agree in the true scriptur- 
al doctrine of regeneration. And thUs we 
see, that whatever difference of opinion may 
have prevailed among our fathers, in regard 
to other iwatters of reli^on, they all happily 
agree in this importaiit doctrine. May those 
who still adhere to these principles, venerate 
the aghes of the orthodox fathers— and drop' 
a tear of pity upon their alienated sons, who 
have departed from the faith, and hewn out 
to themselves brok^ cistern^ which will hold 
BO water.'* 

The term Renovation signifies renewal. — 
And this, like conversion, may be often re- 
peated. It is the work of the Holy Spirit to 
renew and sanctify the soul of the Christian ; 
to heaJ the breaches and disorders which are 
introduced by sin 5 to strengthen him with 
might in the inner man, tiiat he may run with 
patience the race set before him ; and" daily 
grow ih grace, and in the knowledge and love 
of God. Hence the Psalmist says, " Create 
in me a clean heart, God, and renew a r^ht 
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spirit witliin me : cast me not away from thy 
presence ; and take not thy Holy Spirit from 
»ie : restore unto me the joys of thy salva- 
tion, a'nd uphold me with thy free Spirit." 
The Apostle says, « Though our outward man 
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by 
day." And in the third chapter and fifth verse 
i)f his Epistle to Titus, he says, " According 
to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghost."' 
The seed, or principle, of spiritual life, im- 
planted in ^e soul in regeneration, or the 
new birth, constantly needs the renewing and 
strengthening influences of the Holy Spirit ; 
that, as the Apostle figuratively expresses it' 
« It may grow unto a perfect man 5 unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." 
To such, the direction is, " that ye put off, 
concerning the former conversation, the old 
man, which is corrupt, according to the de- 
ceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind ; and that ye put on the ^^w man,, 
which, after God, is created in righteousness ' 
and true holiness,-«and grieve not the Holy 
%irit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto . 
fte day of redemption*" 
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TIius, I have endeavoured to give a ration- 
al and 9criptui*al illustration of the terms 
Conversion, Regeneration, and Renovation* 
From whence it appears, that thej convey 
distinct ideas, designate different states, and 
imply various operations. And hence it is 
evident, that the indiscriminate use of them, 
or confounding them together, ae synony- 
mous, must tend to give us confused and er- 
roneous idelas, in several important points of 
Gospel doctrine, and Christian experience. 

We^e I to hear a clergyman urging upon a 
congregation of baptized persons, the neces- 
sity of regeneration, or tlie new birth, I should 
think he did not rightly understand the scrip- 
tural meaning of those words ; or that, at 
least, he misapplied them. But s^iould he call 
upon the irreligious and impenitent to repent, 
and be converted 5 and exhort the penitent 
believer [to seek the renovating or renewing 
operations of the Holy Ghost 5 I should con- 
sider him correct in his understanding, and 
judicious in his applcation of those terms. 

There is another phrase frequently mad 
use of, which, I apprehend, is often very in- 
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iBstinctly, if not erroneously understood. It 
is that of a change of heart. This, I find, is 
gen crally used as meaning the same thing 
with the new birth. Hence the common ex- 
pressions of the new birth, 6r a change of 
heart. This change of heart is supposed by 
some to be an instantaneous operation, pro- 
duced irresistibly, by the Spirit of God. That 
though it may be preceded by penitence and 
prayers i j^i^ that when it takes place, it is 
sudden and irresistible. Let us then consid- 
er the meaning of the phrase. No^v•^y the 
heart, a« thus expressed, we are certainly not 
to understand that part of the human body? 
which is the seat of life, and which is distin- 
guished by that name. No one surely eyer 
entertained an idea so gi^oss and absurd as 
this ; that the heart in the human frame, was 
to be changed in its subetanc^, or in its func- 
tions and influence. 

Wha*', then, is to be understood, in a reli- 
^ous sense, by a change of heart? Certainly 
nothing more or less can be rationally under- 
stood by it,' than a change of tlie disposition, 
and of the afiection^ of the heart or mind. It 



L -|> III* 



4« 

implies an illumination of the mind, or un- 
derstanding, which, in consequence of sin, is 
in a state of darkness or ignorance, as to 
spiritual things. The Subjection of the will 
to God and his laws, which is naturally and 
practically opposed to them 5 and the regu- 
lation and sanctification of the desires and af- 
fections, which, in a state of sin and aliena- 
tion from God, arc improperly md unduly 
placed upon unworthy and forbidden objects. 
It imj^es new desires, and aversions 5 new 
hopes and fears ; new joys and sorrows ; and 
newness of life, wherein we have deviated 
from the ways of righteousness, and the rule 
of God's commands. Tliese things are all 
comprehended in what I should understand 
by a change of heart, or mind 5 and they are 
all equally well expressed by the terms rewo- 
vation, and sanctijlcation. 

These operations and effects are properly 
attributed to the Spirit of God, who worketh 
in us both to will and to do. But this change 
of heart, which I have thus illustrated, and I 
trust correctly, is neitlier instantaneous nor 
irresistible. It is not instantaneous, but grad- 
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ual and progressive. The heart, or mind^ h 
changed more and more into the Divine im- 
age. The understanding receives increasing 
degrees of illumination, by the word and Spi- 
iTt. The will is more and more subjected to 
the will of God. And the desires and aftec- 
tions, by the repeated communications of Di- 
vine grace, become more and more regulated 
and sanctified. Hence we see that this change 
is difterent from regeneration, or the new 
birth ; for that admits of no degree*— <io pro- 
gression. Ei^er a person is regenerated, or 
bom again, or he is not. We cannot, with 
any propiriety, say a person is^ partly bom 
again, or that he is, from time to time, more 
and more born %gain. But we may very pro- 
perly say a person is partly, or in some de- 
gree, changed in heart, or mind, or that he 
progresses in this change ; that is, his desires 
and aftections are more and mcfre renovated, 
or sanctified. 

Nor are the operations of the Spirit, in ef- 
fecting this change, irresistible-. The Spirit 
of grace strives witli all men 5 and we are 
admonished not to grieve, or quench the Spi- 
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rUj^nd uot to receive the grace of God in 
vain. And we are exhorted to grow in grace, 
and to give diligence to make our calling and 
election sure, bj adding to our faith all the 
Christian graces and virtues j that these 
things being, and abounding in us, we maj 
not be bai'ren or unfruitful. Now if this 
grace of God, or these operations of the Spi- 
rit, were irresistible, these admonitions and 
exhortations, and a great ma^iy others, would 
be wliolly unnecessary and useless. And in- 
deed, th# doctrine of irresistible grace, as 
absolutely necessary to bring mankind to re- 
pentajice and salvation, appears to me to go 

. very far in excusing the impenitent, to whom 
tliis grace is never given, — ^from whom it is 
designedly withheld. The plain language of 

scripture upon this subject, rationally explain- 
ed, seems to be this : that according to the 
use we make of the helps and advantages we 
enjoy, will be our improvement here,, and oui; 
final reward hereafter. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

Concerning^ Conference Meetings^ Extraordi- 
nary Gifts in Eoptempore Prayer^ Sfc, 

IT is of the first consequence rightly to un- 
derstand in what true religion consists ; — 
what are its genuine effects upon the heart 
and life ; — ^what duties it requires of us, as 
^vell as what advantages it confers upon us. 

One prominent duty incumbent upon us, aa 
professors of religion, is public religious devo- 
tion. The propriety of this is universally ac- 
knowledged. Very different, however, have 
been the forms and ceremonies which have 
been introduced and observed 5 not only a- 
mong different nations, at different periods, 
and under different dispensations 5 but even 
among Christians, under the light of the same 
Gospel, and professing to be directed by the 
same voice of inspiration— -the holy scriptures. 
Tlie public worship of God, ought always 
to be so conducted, that every one present 
may have an opportunity of joining in it, in a 
rational and devout manner : for we are to 
worship God with the understand iug as well 
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as with the Spirit — ^that is, rationally, as Well 
as devoutly. The usual exercises of public 
worship, among Christians, may be compre- 
hended under two heads ; namely, prayer and 
praise. Preaching is not properly a part of 
worship, because it implies no act of homage 
or adoration to the Supreme Being. That 
public teaching should occupy a part of the 
time devoted to public religious exercises, is, 
perhaps, a judicious arrangement ; and when 
it is skilfully done$ by persons set apart for 
the work of the ministry, and qualified to ex- 
pound the sacred scriptures, it serves ilie val- 
uable purposes of instruction, conviction, and 
confirmation in the truth. But it is to be re-r 
gretted, that many assume the duties of the 
ministerial office, who have no just preten- 
sions to tt, and who are entirely destitute of 
the requisite qualifications. 

It has, in some places, been a common prac- 
tice, especially in what are called conference 
meetings, (which must be considered meetings 
for public devotion,) for persons very young 
in years, and younger still in knowledge and 
discretion, to rise up in tlie assembly, and u;i- 
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dCertake to teach and exhort the congregation ; 
M^hen it is evident they themselves have no 
just ideas of the first principles of the doc- 
trine of Christ, From teaching and exhort- 
ing, they proceed to dictate the prayers, and 
ofier up the devotions of the congregation, in 
extempore effusions, with such an air of as- 
surance, Sjuch extravagant and incoherent ex- 
pressions, and euch enthusiastic fervour, as 
puts common sense and common modesty to 
the blush. 

But supposing they are persons of sufficient 
age, and competent knowledge, 'yet who hath 
required these things at their hands ? And 
Avhere is their authority for taking upon them- 
selves the duties of an office, with wlucli they 
have never been' invested ? If such persons 
are eapable of giving useful advice, or in- 
struction, to their companion^, private oppor- 
tunities should be taken for this purpose. — 
And, .instead of displaying their abilities in 
extempore prayer in public, let them be con- 
tent reverently to unite in those prayers which 
are oSered up by the minister ; who is regu- 
larly set apart for that pufpose, as much, at 



J 



48 

least, as he is for preaching. Nor let it once 
be supposed, or feared, that the spirit of piety 
and devotion will be restrained or impeded 
by the strictest attention to order and regu- 
larity, in the public exercises of religious de- 
votion. *,' 

" Disobedience to rule and order," says a 
certain writer, " is a sure mark of a false spi- 
rit 5 and especially, -when persons intrude in- 
to that which does not belong to them." Un- 
der the Mosaic dispensation, particular per- * 
sons were especially apppinted as the priests, 
to offer up the sacrifices, to lead the devotions 
of the people, and to perform all public reli- 
gious services. That the Christian church is 
established under similar rules and regula- 
tions, in this respect, must,^I think, appear 
evident to every careful observer. If so, it 
must be as improper now, for persons, at 
their own will, without; any pretensions to the 
Christian priesthood, to take upon themselves 
to lead in public assemblies, by prayers, &c. 
as it would have been under the Jewish dis- 
pensation, for any one of the congregation, 
without divine appointmentj'to have oflEiciated 
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at the altar, or in the temple, or synagogue. 
And I desire those who may have different 
view^s of this sulgect, to consider whether tlicre 
is a single instance to be found in the New 
Testament, of public worship being conduct-* 
ed \yj any but by persons set i^art to the of- 
fice and duty of the ministry, or by their ex- 
press direction. 

When persons who are *so inclined, arc 
permitted to go forward, and take the lead in 
the duties of public worship, and pour fortli 
their extemporaneous effusions, as a misguid- 
ed zeal, or a desire to be noticed, and to show 
their abilities, may prompt them ,• it appears 
to me that the solemn order of public devt- 
lion is perverted, and its beauty essentially 
marred. Admitting that such persons are in- 
fluenced by the best motives, and their expe- 
rience and abilities fully equal to the perform- 
ance of those important duties, (which, I ap- 
prehend, is not always the case 5) yet this 
would not justify them in assuming the du- 
ties'^f an office, to which they have no just 
pretensions. 

After attending one of those meetings for 
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public worship, where difterent persons per- 
form the duties of the ministerial office, the 
remark is often made, " What an excellent 
prayer such an ojie made — and how remarka- 
blj gifted such an one was." None of tbem, 
it seems, think the Lord's prayer w<M"tliy to 
occupy any place in their petitions : ihtj 
have no talent at the business at all, if thej 
can't exceed that. Nor could the hearers b& 
edified by any thing which has the appearance 
of a form, whoever may have been its author, 
or whatever may have beeii its origin. The 
prayers must all be fabricated on the spat ^— 
and several in succession must try their |icx- 
terity and skilL 

Now what^ I would inquire, can be the ob- 
ject of this kind of proceeding, in the solemn 
exercises of public religious devotion P Is it 
that different person^ may have an opportu- 
nity to display their abilities, or (as some 
wttuld express it) to exercise their gifts ? Or 
that the congregation may have an opportuni- 
ty of judging who are most expert, , orlfelest 
fervent ? Or that their curiosity may be a- 
mused and gratified by these different exhibit 
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^ons ? These, I apprehend, are very impr6p-. 
«r olgects to be mingled with religious wor- 
ship, ajid especially, very foreign from the in- 
tention of prayer ; the true de$ign of which 
is, or always ought to be, to express our de- 
pendence upon the Supreme Being, and to 
implore his blessing, through the merits of 
Christ, upon ourselves and others. Is it the 
olgect, then, in having different persons to 
take the lead in this important duty, to see- 
if different voices, different phrases, and dif- 
ferent modes of expression, will not move the 
Almighty to granfthose things wWch he sees 
needful for us ? This, in my view, would be 
representing our Maker in a very erroneous 
light, as though he was altogether such an one 
as ourselves 5 and it appears to me -that this 
kind of procedure detracts greatly from the 
dignity, importance, and solemnity of public 
religious devotion. 

With respect to persons being gifted in 
prayer, extraordinarily assisted, &c. I am at 
a loss what idea is intended to be conveyed 
by these expressions. If it is only meant that 
certain persons have an easy and distinct at- 
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iiculation, a ready ufterance, and a greatev 
fluency of speech tlian otliers ; this I. can ea- 
sily comprehend. But if the meaning is, that 
these persons, in their extempore prayers, are 
immediately inspired from heaven ; and that 
the words, as well as the matter of their pray- 
ers, are dictated by the Spirit of God 5 to 
this I must withhold my assent : because it 
would be making the Holy Spirit (to say the 
least) the author of many vain repetitions, ai 
well as of much incorrect language, and fre- 
quently of many enthusiastic notions, and ex- 
travagant, contradictory, and senseless ex- 
pressions. 

If it were true that persons in their extem- 
pore prayers, were thus inspired, an amanu- 
ensis ouglit to be always at hand to peJii down 
verbatim, all that he utters ; for it would be 
of equal authority with any thing in the Bi- 
ble, and might clear up, and forever settle, 
several diificuU and doubtful points in theol- 



But it has beeij discovered that some of 
those yery gifted persons, who are so averse 
to a form, tliat they will not make use^ even 
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of the Lord's Prayer ; have, on some occa- 
sions, taken a printed, or precompoded form 
of prayer, and committed it to memory, and 
then repeated it in public as tlieir own, to the 
very great astonishment and edification of the 
unsuspecting audience.* 

Not that I would censure them for commit- 
ting a prayer to memory, and making use of 
it when they pray in public 5 for I believe, in 
this case, the prayer would be a much better 
one, than with all their fancied inspiration, 
they would be able to offer without it. But 
it is perhaps hardly consistent with candour 
and fairness, for a person to make use of such 
an expedient, in order to bear away the great- 

^ In one instance a certain person (were it ne** 
«essary, time, place and person could be mention- 
ed) went to an acquaintance of his who kept piay- 
er-books, and wished to purchase one. " For,'* 
says he, " we are destitute of a minister, and I 
ana often called upon to pray in meeting, and I am 
not as gifted ^s I wish I was : but some time ago' 
I borrowed a church prayer book, and committed 
some of the prayers to memory, and now our peo^ 
' pie think I am really inspired. The book is now 
returned ^o the owner, and I wish to have one of 
my own ; but should be glad if you would not 
mention the circnmstaiice to any one, as it might 
do me aii injury." 
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est part of the encomiums which are bestow- 
ed, and which m that case, (except what is 
due to a graceful delivery) would not justly 
belong to him. 

We ought ndt, I think, to judge of a per- 
son's piety or spirituality, by the degree of 
fluency with which he can express himself in 
extempore prayers., or exhortations ; nor by 
the confidence with which he may put himself 
forward in the performance of public religioua 
duties. The modest and unassuming deport- 
ment of those who are content, quietly and 
solemnly, to unite in, and attend upon those 
duties as performed by persons who are duly 
appointed thereunto, would, to me, indicate 
at least an equal share of the "spirit tof grace 
and of true devotion. 

Since forme of prayer are so often objected 
to, it may be proper here to notice some of 
tliose objections, ond see if a satis&ctory an- 
swer cannot be given to them. 

One objection. which is urged ^(gainst estab- 
lished forms of prayer is, that in them there 
is a constant sameness, — m) variety to inter- 
est the attention. This objection being a pop- 
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iilar one, deserves serious and attentive c(m« 
sideraiion. First, then, I would inquire, Does 
iiiis objection lie against the mattery or the 
words of a form of prayer ? Is it because in 
a form, we always ask for the same things ; 
or is it because we ask for the same things in 
-^le same words P It cannot, I believe, be the 
former. It cannot be, because, in a form of 
prayer, we always ask for the same things- 
This we must do if our prayers are according 
io die vrill of God, and adopted to the wants 
of a congregation; because tlie Being to 
whom we pray is always the same,— he chang- 
es not j and because the wants of a congrega- 
ti(Hi are always nearly the same. They have 
always sins to confess, and they, always stsuid 
in need of a pardon. They are always ex- 
posed to outward dangers, and need the pro- 
tecting hand of Providence. They are liable 
to many inward trials and conflicts, and con- 
stantly need the strengthening influences of 
God's grace and holy spirit. In short, d3 a 
eottgregation^ they have generally the same 
mercies for which to express their gratitude 
and the same wants, for th<i supply of i^hkh^ 
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to implore the divine bounty and goodness - 
If particular circumstances, or proi^idences 
occur, which affect the congregation in gene- 
ral; as war, famine, pestilence^ drought, or 
the like, particular forms of prayer are, or 
may be, adapted to such circumstances. The 
same may be done with respect to the parti- 
cular circumstances of individuals, and also 
in regard to the state of public affairs, and of 
mankind in general. 

And now I would appeal to any person 
who has attended to the public ministrations 
of the same clergyman, for a number of years 
together, if he has not constantly found, that 
though he did not pray by a written, or esta- 
blished farm, .yet that, excepting the variations 
or additions above mentioned, his prayers, as 
to the matter or substance of them, has been 
the same. 

The objection then to form^ of prayer, on 
the ground of there being a constant sameness 
in them, cannot relate to the matter, or sub- 
stance of public prayers,— but it must relate 
to the words, o;r language made use of. The 
objection must be, that in forms of prayer, we 



ask for the same tilings, in the same words. 
Having found where the objection lies, let us 
examine its merits* 

If then we Iiave a set form of words, well 
adapted ta express the wants of a congre- 
gation, while it thus expresses their wants^ 
■why should it not be constantly used ? Is it 
because the Almigtty will be better pleased 
with a new set of expressions from time to 
time ? This will never be pretended. The 
very thought is an affront to our reason, and 
contradicts all our ideas of the Supreme 
Being. 

Or is it because the congregation will be 
better pleased with new phrases, and difter- 
ently constructed sentences ? This will doubt- 
less amuse those who hear prayers, with the 
same view that they hear sermons. But it 
ought to be remembered that hearing prayers 
is not praying, any more than hearing a ser- 
Hion is preacliing. 

AVhether the minister jwaya by a form, or 
extempore, the congregation, if they pray at 
all^must unite in the petitions ht offers; for 
it is n«t to be supposed that each one makes 



"■ "tSi'ft"** ^5ii' 



«:,S.B:i>.=:i':i> 




59 

• * * 

the people, Aot kDowing beforehand what pe- 
titions will be oftered up, must attend strictly 
te the person who leads, and who is the moutli 
of the congregation^ that thej may hear and 
understand the petitions, judge of their fit- 
ness, approve of, and then unite in them. 
j^.11 this must be done before the congregation 
can perform this act of public worship in a ra- 
tional manner — before they can pray with the 
•pirit, and with the understanding also. 

But when a known and approved form, of 
public prayer is made use of, it is not left to 
the discretion, (and consequently not to the 
indiscretion) of the person who leads in tlie 
devotions, what petitions the congregation 
shall .o^er, or in what words those petitions 
shall be expressed : And the people, knowing 
that the petitions which they are about to 6f- 
fjer are well adapted, and expressed in proper 
and becoming language, they have nothing to 
divide their minds, or draw ofi' their attention 
from the grand object of their devotions 5 but 
can, as the Apostle directs, attend upon the 
Lord without distraction, and with rational 
uid pious fervor offer up their united suppH- 
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©ationswiih one accord, to the God of aU 

grace. 

But can fliere be a fervency and animation 
in a prayer, when a set form is used ? I should 
think there might be a due degree of ferren. 
cy and engagedness, or else our Saviour would 
never have prescribed a form ; nor would he 
have given his sanction to forms, by attending 
upon the worship of the synagogue, where 
forms were constantly used: and what is 
more expressly to the purpose, we read of his 
praying three times in a very short space ; and 
Aat being in an agony, he prayed more fer- 
vently 5 and the Evangelist is particular in in- 
forming us, that he made use of the same 
words. So that we see, there may be the 
truest fervency in prayer, when the same form 
of words is repeated. That fervor and ani- 
mation, which is excited only by varied sen- 
tences, different expressions, and tones of 
Toice,isbutan ignoratrt, enthusiastic excite- 
ment of the passions of the mind ; and far 
from that j-ational aad pious ardor with which 
the soul shouM be elevated, in the sublime 
exercises of religious devotion. 
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It 18 furtiher ol^ected against forms of pray- 
er, that the j are too general — that fhey are 
not sufficiently particular, to be propedy 
adapted to the cases and circumstances vhich 
may occur. 

I have never thought it necessary, to be 
very minute and circumstantial in our pray- 
ers. It carries, I think, too much the air of 
dictating to the Almighty ; and seems to im- 
ply a distrust of the Divine goodness— an ap- 
prehension, that we shall be cut short in some 
part of the blessing, unless the case is very 
particularly and minutely described. »I have 
often heard prayers, which I thought were too 
particular; md which seemed to intimate, 
that the Almighty was quite ignorant of the 
case, which the person, in his prayer, was 
attempting to describe. I remember once to 
have heard a minister make a prayer at the fu- 
neral of a certain woman, whose husband was 
then at sea. When he came to notice the 
case of the bereaved husband, he informed the 
Almighty, (and if the congregation united in 
the address, they assisted in giving the infor-* 
mation,) that the d)eceased was the third wife. 
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Uie man had lost 5 tliat he had a number of 
little children, now left motherless 5 and that 
the man himself wa3 at sea, and ignorant of 
tliis melancholy event 5 witli a number of 
other ciroumfltances, which, it appeared to 
me, would have been much more properly 
communicated to the people, for their infor- 
mation, than addressed to the Omniscient Je- 
hovah in a prayer. 

God is at all times perfectly acquainted 
with our situation, and knows what things we 
have need of, before we ask him. If a fa- 
mily, i^ an afflicted and suffering state, were 
to be prayed for, I should not think it ne*ces- 
«ary to a well adapted pi^ayer, that the parti- 
cular kind of affliction with which they were 
visited should be described; or that every 
member of the family should be separately al- 
luded to. Or, if a man should have the mis- 
fortune to break his leg ; or be dangerously 
bitten by a serpent ; I should not think it ne- 
cessary, in offering up a prayer for him, to 
mention either of these circumstances | but 
jdiould suppose his situation sufficiently em- 
braced, by th^ general terms of suffering and 
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cjistrese. — ^Tlie design of public piayea-, \% no{ 
to instruct the congregation 5 much less to 
give the Almighty any new information 5 but 
that our hearts, by this devout exercise, may 
be the better qualified to receive His grace, 
-** who is always more ready to hear, than we 
to pray; and who is wont to give more than 
\9^ desire or deserve.*' 

Finally, the objections made to forms of 
prayer, are, in my view, destitute of any real 
force or solidity 5 and if there are any defects 
or inconveniences attending them, these are 
far overbalanced, by the many obvious and 
important axlvantages which they possess 
over those which are extempore.* And it is 
certain, that for about fifteen hundred years^ 
the universal Church, whatever different 
creeds were adopted, unifedly concun-ed in 

* I have often thonght, that those who are so 
much in favour of extempore prayer, to be con- 
sistent, ought also to sing extem|»ore ; without any 
precomposed woipds or music : because, accord- 
ing to the Apostle, wo are to sing, as well as pray 
with the Spirit. But, were a congregation to at- 
tempt thufi to sing extempore, the discordant 
notes, as well as th« barbarous poetry, it is thonght, 
would make it very evident, that either inspira- 
tion, or something else, was sadly wanting. 
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the use of forms of prayer for public Worship t 
80 thai extempore public prayers are compa- 
ratively but of recent date.— The writer, 
however^ is far from saying or supposing, that 
extempore prayers are altogether improper or 
useless : his object, in what he has written 
upon this head, has been, to obviate the ob- 
jections which are made to set forms of pray- 
er ; to shew that the use of forms is more pro- 
per, or of greater antiquity, and higher au- 
thority, liable to fewer defects, and better 
adapted to the purposes of public and social 
worship. 
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. CHAPTER IV. 

Jn Enquiry concerning Evanseliad 
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THE preaching of the Gospel by tlie Apos- 
tles, had certainly th« authority of a Divine 
command : and it is, I think, justly inferred, 
that their regular successors in the ministry, 
in evpry age, act under the same authority, 
in every tiling which pertains to the ministe- 
rial office. 

It is not however td be understood, that the 
ministers ojf the Gospel, since the days of 
the Apostles, are inspired in the manner they 
were, so that they never deliver any thing 
but what is strictly true. 

They aie frail, and liable to errors, as well 
as other christians. Yet their discourses, pro- 
fessedly founded upon •the word of God, 
ought to be listened to with reverence, and ex- 
amined witli candour. Like the Bereans of 
old, the hearer should search the scriptures 
dafly, that they may be the better able to 
judge rf the correctness of the doctrines. 
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which from time to time, they may liear de- 
livered. ' ' 

We are not, in these days, to expect any 
new revelation of the will of God. The Ho- 
ly Scriptures contain every thing necessary 
for us to know, believe, and practise. Agree - 
* ably to this, the 6th Article of the Church 
says, " Holy Scripture containeth all things 
necessary to salvation ; so that whatsoev,er is 
not read therein, nor may be proved thereby , 
is not to be required of any man, that it 
should be believed as an Article of Faith, or 

• 

be thou^t requisite or necessary to Salva- 
tion." All public preaching or teaching, 
therefore, must have for its foundation and 
uide , the -word of God contained in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures 5 and any doctrine which is not 
therein taught, or which may not be fairly de- 
duced from them, has no infallible claim to 
our assent. It willlfollow^ of course, that any 
doctrine which is clearly revealed in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, ought to be believed, and re-^ 
ceived as true. It will not, however, from 
hence follow, tiiat all scripture doctrines and 
trutlis are of equal importance, «ad ought to 
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be equally often inculcated. Some tmths are 
evidently more important than others: and 
the circumstances of a people or congregation 
may be such^ as to render it necessary to in- 
sist oftentH*, and more largely, upon some doc- 
trines and duties, than upon others : and this 
must always be left to the judgment and dis- 
cretion of the preacher. 

But a distinction is attempted to be made 
by many, between what is termed Evangdlr 
calj and Moral preaching. A distinction, 
which, I apprehend, is often an improper 
one : representing the gospel as at variance 
with itself I and which, therefore, has an un- 
happy and pernicious tendency. • 

What, then, are we to understand by Evan* 
gelical Preaching, or Evangelical Doctrines ? 
For undoubtedly, it- must be the doctrines 
alone, and not the manner in which they are 
delivered, which properly come under this 
inquiry. According to the best authorities^ 
I believe the meaning of the word Evangeli- 
cal, is, agreeable to the gospel. If this is a 
correct 'definition of the word, it will of course 
f^Uow; tbat all doctiiaes whidi are contained 
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in . the gospel, or wluck are agreeable to the 
gbspel, are Evangelical doctrines. And those 
preachers who inculcate such doctrines, and 
HTonebut such, are truly, and in the proper 
sense of the wqrd, Evangelical preachers. If 
then, a preacher enforces the necessity of 
obedience to the moral law, and of living m 
the practice of the* Christian, moral, and so- 
cial virtues 5 sUch as sobriety, temperance, 
patience, meekness, tenderness, hospitality, 
brotherly love, courtesy, and the like 5 though 
he may be called a moral preacher, yet hc4s 
certainly an Evangelical preacher, because 
theso things are clearly contained 'in,, and 
agreeable to the gospel. 

But» what is understood to be Evangelical 
preaching, by thos» who make the distinction 
between that and moral preaching ? In their 
catalogue of Evangelical doctrines, would 
probably be the followii^, to wit : The fall of 
Man, Total Depravity^ The Sovereignty of 
God, The Decrees of unconditional Election, 
and Reprobation of Aligels and Men, The 
Atonement made for the Elect by Jesus 
Christ, Common and Special Grace, or fee w> 



dinary and extraordinary (or irresistible) In* 
fluences of the Spirit ; (the common and or- 
dinary given to the non-elect^ or reprobatea, 
and the special and extraordinary to the elect j) 
Conviction and Conversion, or Regeneration 
by the irresistible operations of the Spirit, in 
the day of God's Power 5 Final Perseverance, 
and a Day of Judgment^.when the Righteous, 
or Elect, shall be received into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and the Wicked, or Reprobated, 
cast down to Hell, for not believing in Jesus 
Christ, and for rejecting or resisting the offers 
of his grace, and the iniauences of his spirit. 

These, by some, are supposed to be in a 
peculiar sense, Evangalical doctrines; and 
those who, in their preaching, do uot go pret- 
ty nearly the full length and breadtli of this 
catalogue, are not regarded as Evangelical 
preachers. And hence it is, I suppose, that 
the objection is often made, that the clergy of 
the Episcopal Church are not, in their preach- 
ing, sufficiently Evangelical. It is true, there 
are several of the above mentioned doctrines 
which we do not preach, because we do not 
find them contained, nor believe.ihem to be 



a«rfecablc to th€ gospel. To ihe doctrine of 
human depravity, we fully subscribe ; believ- 
ing, as it is expressed in one of our articles? 
that " man is very far gone from original 
righteousness, and is of his own nature, in- 
clined to evil." 

, To the doctrine of the Divine Sovereignty, 
properly explained, we als« fully subscribe. 
That God both can and wiU do whatsoever he 
plfiaseth, unadvised and uncontrolled by, any 
of his cf eatures, we fuUy believe 5. but we are 
persuaded that he will neither will nor do, 
any thing which is inconsistent with infinite 
wisdom, and goodness, and justice, and truth 5 
attributes which we conceive to be essential 
tp his nature, and according to which, his 
conduct is always directed. In this vi^w of 
tbe Divine Sovereignty, we not only ac- 
quiesce, but we rejoice in it : and with re- 
signation and humble confidence, are dispos- 
ed to say \Kith David, in a certain case, " Let 
us fall now into the haad of the Lord, (for his 
mercies are great,) and let us not fall into the 

hand of man." 

« 

On the dojctrine bf the Atonement, we fre- 
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quenfly dwell with peculiar satisfaction $ be- 
lieving it to be extended to all mankind, and 
that Je»us Christ is the propitiation for th« 
sins of the whole world. — The necessity rf 
Divine grace, and the influences of the Holy 
Spirit, we constantly inculcate; believing 
that without thejn, we can neither will nor do 
any thing good and well pleasing to God. — 
Yet, this gra«e, and these influences, we do 
not believe, are given sufilciently to some, and 
insufficiently to others, by the determinate 
counsel pf the Almighty. — But, that they are 
^iven to all in sufficient measure3, and with 
the merciful hitention to bring thetn to repen- 
tance and salvation, if they are not wanting 
in the concurrence of their own endeavours. 

We insist upon the necessity of repentance 
^id conversion. But we do net believe that 
a certain time is appointed, called tlxe day of 
God's power, when particular persons shall 
be irresistibly brought to repentance and con* 
version. — ^But rather, that all are called tore- 
pent and be converted 5 and that with his 
calls, God, who has no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked, always gives power to comply 
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intended to procure salvatioB for him ; <r 
tiiathe must suffer eternal punishment for re- 
jecting the offei^ of divine grace, which, upou 
the above principles, could never have been 
made in sinceritj, nor with the intention to 
qualify him for future happiness 5 he having 
been previously « foreordained to dishonour 
*nd wrath." I beg the reader's indulgence, 
whilst I pursue this point a little further. It 
is said, that since it is a secret, not known to 
us, who are the elect, and who are not; that 
therefore it is the duty of every one to seek 
salvation, in the hope that he is included in 
Hie happy number. This, I apprehend, does 
not remove the difficulty. Our ignorance 
cannot, in reality, alter the case at all. Ei- 
ther we are elected, or we are not. If we are 
not, all our endeavours will be in Vain, and as 
much so as if we knew it beforehand. Now 
dl this is known to the Almighty 5 and yet 
he is represented as calling upon all men to 
f epent, and turn from their evil ways, and to 
seek his face, that they may live; and that 
ihose who do not are to be condemned for not 
being prepared for a heaven of haj^i^is? 

# 
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which certainly, according io this plan, was 
never designed for them 5 nay, from which, 

by an irreversible decree, they were from 
eternity precluded. To me'it is truly asto- 
nishing^ that doctrines so repugnant to the 
general voice of scripture ; so inconsistent 
with reason, and so contrary to, (what I es- 
teem to be) the character of the Deity, should 
have obtained so much in ihe world. Is it 
possible, that innocent children, and infants, 
have, by human systems, been consigned over 
to eternal perdition ! ! ! •- 

Now these preachers, who most streiiuous- 
ly inculcate the above mentioned doctrines of 
unconditional election and reprobation, irre- 
sistible grace, &c. are, by some, considered 
as almost exclusively evangelical preachers ; 
as those who in a peculiar mannenpreach the 
doctrines of grace. And those who oppose 
this system, are said to deny, or be ignorant 
of so^ne of the most important doctrines of the 
Gospel ; to oppose the divine sovereignty, 
and to be unwilling that God should reign. 
If then no preaching, which does not embrace, 
or suppose the truth of the above mentioned 
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doctrines, is evangelical ; and if tliose preach- 
ers who hold up works as well as faitli, as a 
condition of salvation necessaryto be com- 
plied with, are not evangelical preachers ; 
then indeed, very few, if any of the Clergy of 
the Church, are entitled to that appellation. 
And I believe, according to this criterion, our 
Saviour's sermon on the mount must not be 
considered as an evangelical one ; for in that 
there is not a word said about foreordination, 
unconditional election and reprobation ; com- 
mon, and special grace, or the ordinary, and 
tlie irresistible influences of the Sprit. But 
it is principally taken up in reprehending 
wicked practices, inculcating, religious du- 
ties, and enforcing the moral and social vir- 
tues : And in the conclusion, a beautiful and 
impressive similitude is introduced to repre- 
sent the blessed consequences of obedience, 
and the fatal result of disobedience to tliose 
Ba3ring8 of our Saviour. " Whosoever hear- 
eth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, 
(not whosoever barely heareth and belie veth 
them,) I will liken him un^ a wise man 
wliich built his house upon a rock; and the 
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nin descended, and the floods came, and tlie 
winds blew, and beat upon liiat house, and it 
fell not; fof it was founded upon a rock. 
And ever J one that heareth these sayings of 
niine, and doeth them not, shall be likened un- 
to a foolish man, which built his house upou 
the sand ; and the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the wind blew, and beat up- 
on that house, and it fell, and great was tha 

fall of it" 
I never supposed that evangelical preach- 

r 

ing consisted in inculcating certain doubtful 
« and disputed points ; or that evangelical doc- 
trines embraced only those which are justly 
regarded as foundation principles in Christi- 
anity ; such as tlie fall of man, and his reco- 
very and salvation by Jesus Christ, and the 
influences of the Spirit in regeneration, reno- 
vation, &c. I^cse are indeed evangelical 
doctrines, but they are m)t so exclusively. 
If a preacher should take for his text that pas- 
sage in our Saviour's sermon on the mount, 
Matthew v. S4. "Swear not atalP---and 
from it should point out the absurdity, the 
.guilt, and the evU consequences of common 
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and profane swearing, I should suppose liis 
sermon would be evangelical, because it would 
be agreeable to tlie Gospel. 

The Epistle of St. James is almost wholly 
employed in enforcing the necessitj^of good 
works ; not as meritorious, but as a necessary 
condition of salvation. Now that the Apos- 
tle James was an evangelical preacher 'and 
writer, none, I expect, will question 5 and 
yet, if a preacher in these days should insist 
upon the necessity of good works as much as 
he did, and touch as little as he did, upon 
those which some call the peculiar doctrines 
of grace ; he would probably be called only a 
moral preacher ; and perhaps by some, would 
be censured as preaching salvation by works. 

I have.been thus particular upon this point, 
because it appears to me that an improper 
distinction is often made between evangelical 
and moral preaching 5 a distinction which re- 
presents the Gospel as at variance with itself, 
and which tends iji;> give incorrect ideas con- 
cemmg the method of salvation by Jesus 
Christ, as proposed to us in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

G* 



from ^flLt I have said upon ihia subject, 
let it not be inferred that I do not think it ne- 
cessary that the great and leading doctrines 
c^ Christianity should be frequently and fully 
ilhatrate^. by all preichers of the Gospel, in 
their public discourses. Those who do not 
from time to time endeavour to place these 
itubjects before their hearers, in their most 
impressive light, neglect a very important 
part of that whole counsel of God which they 
are bound to declare unto them. An Episco- 
pal clergyman, especially, would be pftrticu- 
larly reprehensible, werehe to be negligent in 
inculcating these interesting truths 5 because 
Ihe regular order of the service, and the por- 
tions of scrlptare appointed to be read, so 
constantly admonish him of his duty 'm these 
respects. The Festivals and Fasts of the 
Church, founded upon the most important cir* 
cumstances in the history of our redemption 
by Jeaus Christ, direct him, at stated seasons, 
to-exhiMt befinrehis people, the Incarnation 
and Birth of our blessed Saviour ; his Cir- 
cumcision, and beicoming obedient to the law 
for man ; his Baptism, Fasting, and Templa- 
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iton; his Preachings las Miracles,, and hit 
most holj Life; his meritorious Sufferings 
and Death, for a sinful and lost world ; his 
in%hty Resurrection, glorious 'Ascension, and 
Ms prevailing intercession at the right hand of 
Grod the Father Almighty ; the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, and his blessed operations and 
influences, in promulgating the Gospel among 
all natidns, and in enlightening, regenerat- 
ing, and renovating the souls df meh : and ths 
doctrine of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost; three Persons of equal sub- 
stance, pdwer, and eternity ; yet but one liv- 
ing and true Qod, of in&iite power, wisdom, 

and goodness. 

The preacher, if he be a scribe wdl in- 
structed in the kingdom of God, will jalso 
place before Ms hearers the nature and con- 
stitution of the Christian Church ; its minis- 
try, its holy ordinances, its government and 
discipline; and all those means of grace, 
both public and private, wjdch the scriptures 
caijoin, and which have been recommended 
by fli^ examples of good men in all ages of 
theClmrch. And in additi<m to these things. 
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and in which also he will not be less evange- 
lical, he will reprehend vice in all its forms, 
and endeavour to detect error and innovation , 
in whatever shape they may appear, and un- 
der their most plausible pretences ; anjd will 
constantly inculcate, with an equally ani- 
mated zeal-, all those Christian, moral, and 
social graces and virtues, which the scriptures ■ 
represent as indispensably necessary to com- 
plete and adorn the Christian character. 

Such are my views of Gospel doctrine, and 
evarigelical preaching. And that the Epis- 
copal church is not altogether evangelical in 
her doctrines, government, and usages ; and 
that the clergy of the Church are not gene- 
rally, at least as evangelical in their preach- 
ing, as are the preachers of any other deno- 
mination, remains yet to be shewn, by argu- 
ments more fair and more conclusive, than 
any with which I have yet been acquainted. 

' I have now finished my observations upon 
the several subjects which I proposed to coa- 
sider. They are subjects of importance, and 
merit serious examination. I have given nay 
views of them briefly? yet as plainly a$ I wa% 
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Me. And I have done it, (if I may be al- ^ 
lowed to be the judge of my own motiveB) witk 
an upright intention— a sincere and earnest 
desire to promote the cause of truth**-*the 
principles and the practice of pure and unde- 
filed religion. 

And though I am aware that I must not 
expect to escape censure, having dared thus 
publicly to oppose opinions and practices, 
which have long had the sanction of popular 
favour 5 yet this gives me but little uneasiness. 
«< My judgment is with the Lord, and tny 
work with my God." I dictate to no man 
his religious creed 5 I freely declare my own, 
with the reasons which induce me to think it 
correct. As a public teacher, according to my 
best understanding, I express my ideas of the 
doctrines and duties of religion | and wish 
every one to examine with candour, and de- 
termine for himself. And I earnestly pray, 
in the language of the Church, ^^ that God 
would be pleased to ^veto all his people in- 
crease of grace, to hear n^eekly hia word, and 
to receive it with pure affection, and to bring 
forth the fruits of the Spirit $ and that it maf 
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please him to brjpg into the way of truth alL 
such as have erred, and are deceived." 

A short address to the niembers^.of the Epis- 
copal Church, in particular, willj 1 4nist, at 
this time, be seasonable and proper 5 and with 

this I shall close. 

The Church to which you belong, my 
Brethren, professes to derive its ecclesiasti- 
cal authority from the great Head of the 
Church, transmitted down by regular succes- 
sion to the present time. Its doctrines, dis- 
cipline, and worship, are believed to be cor- 
rect, pious, and salutary ; and calculated to 
train up its members in the nurture and admo. 
nition of the Lord. — And I believe it may be 
safely affirmed, that there is not an office, a 
form, an usage, or a regulation in the Church, 
or in any thing which pertains to herservice, 
of which a rational and satisfactory account 
cannot be given ; or the propriety and utility 
of which cannot be clearly shewn. 

To this Church, as to your spiritual Mo- 
ther,,! will suppose you to be sincerelv and 
warmly attached. Let this attachment, then, 
be manifested by an uniform and cheerful 
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subi^ission to lier government and discipline • 
by a constant and devout attendance upon her 
pious institutions — ^her ordinances, and her 
worship. The more steadily, and the longer 
you attend upon these, (I speak from expe- 
rience as well as observation,) the more you 
will be convinced of their excellence, their 
importance, and their salutary effects. 

In the public service of the Church, let 
your prayer-book be your constant companion 
and guide, and you will soon be sensible .of 
the great dilBference there is between hearing 
the service performed, and joining in it your- 
selves, with your hearts and with your voices. 
Then only does it become truly interesting 
and devotional, when it is performed accord- 
ing to the true intention of its enlightened 
and pious compilers. 

As far as you have opportunity, make your- 
selves acquainted with every thing which per- 
tains to the Church : its constitution, its doc- 
trines, discipline, sacraments, worship, &c. 
Compare these with scripture, and the prac- 
tice of the primitive church, tliat you may be 
able to inform the ignorant, but honest in- 
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quiver, and to silence (if not convinGe) the 
gainsaycrs. If you have the interests of 
the Church (as the pillar and ground of the 
truth) really at heart, you will be ifilling to 
•acrificc your ease, your popularity, if it be 
necessary, and a generous portion of your 
worldly substance, at her altar, and for the 
promotion of her prosperity ; saying, with 
the captive Jews in Babylon, If I forget thee, 
(0 Church of the Redeemer,) let my right 
hand forget her cunning. If I do not remeqi- 
ber thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth ; if I prefer not (this heavenly) Je- 
rusalem above my chief joy. 

Yet let not your zeal for the reputation 
and the increase of the Church, lead you to 
adopt any of those low and insidious arts of 
proselyting,. which are often practised under 
the pretence of extraordinary zeal for reli- 
^on; when the object is merely, or princi- 
pally, to gain persons over to certain opin- 
ions, or to a particular party. Let your zeal 
for the cause of Christ, and for the promotion 
of that system which you think best calcu- 
latftdto advance tlmt cause^ be open^ candid^ 



8df 

and generous ;^-aot an %nora&t, enthusias- 
tic zeal, which wastes itself on some trifling^ 
peculiarities, or which displays itself in an 
ostentatioii!^how of superior sanctity. But 
let it be a zeal always accompanied by humi- 
lity 5 active and fervent, yet temperate and 
rational I mild and charitable; benevolent 
and persevering ; embracing, with a generous 
and extended philanthropy, the whole human 
flEunily ; and desiring, like your divine Lord 
and leader, that all might come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, and be saved. Upon such 
a zeal as this, thus directed — ^thus employed, 
Angels will look down with pleasure 5 Jesus 
will behold it with an approving smile, and 
pronounce us good and faithful servants ; and 
Crod, even our ovm God, will give us his bles- 
sing. 

It is perhaps unnecessary for m;e to remind 
you, that public duties do not supersede the 
necessity of faonily and secret derotion, or 
render them the less necessary^ or the less 
useful* "they are bodi recommended to us 
in the scriptures, and by the practice of the 
piou»iii[ aU ages. Where family worship is 
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4uly performed, it impresses, and preserve» 
fl^n the mind, a sense of religious obligation^ 
and of dependence upon divine providence - 
and grace;, and, more eftectual|pr than any 
thing else, strengthens the bonds of union and 
of affection between the different members of 
a family. The excuse which is frequently 
made for the neglect of this duty, cannot be 
urged in your favour. For admitting that you 
are not sufficiently gifted (as some express 
it) to enable you to conceive, and to utter an 
extempore prayer with propriety; yet you 
have aform well adapted both for morning and 
evening family prayer, and placed in your 
prayer book for this express purpose, that you 
might always be able to perform this impor- 
tant and grateful duty, in a rational and be* 
c oming manner. • 

Your private devotions ^ (of which I hope 
you are not negligent) should be performed 
with all possible secrecy and retirement. It 
has often been observed, especially in timea 
of what are called awakenings, or stirs, that 
persons apparently the most zealous, ^cer- 
tainly very ignorant or i^nthusiastic,) \ii\ft r«- 



tired to barns, woods, and fields, for the par- 
pose of performing their private devotions. 
But in these secret places, they have been 
careful |o utter their ^oans and prayers so 
loud, that persons passing at a considerable 
distance, might hear them. My advice to you 
in tliis particular, I give in the words of our 
blessed Saviour — '^ Be ye not like unto them 
— ^But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet 5 and when thou hast shut thy door, 
pray to thyFather which is in secret, and thy 
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward 
ihee openly." 

It 13 true, that we are directed to ^^ let our 
light shine before men." But this should not 
be done by an outward and vain show of reli- 
gious fervor and engagedneas, to attract the 
fttlention of others, especially tp those whicli 
ought to be our secret devotions : nor by 
•do^i^cast looks, or a sad countenance ; nor by 
displaying our zeal and our abilities,' in public 
extempore prayers and exhortations : But by 
a constant and reverent attendance upon the 
•^divinely instituted means and ordinances of 
religion ; by 9n upright and irreproachable 
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. Ule and conversaiioB ; and bjr acts oTJienevo- 
ience, tendemeae, and compassLon-^visiting 
ihe fatherless and widows in their affliction^ 
and keeping ourselves unspotted from iho 
worid : for tijis, St. James assures us, " is 
pure legion, and undefiled before €k>d and 
the Father.^' 

Flnallj, remember that love is the end of 
the commandment, and the fulfilling of th« 
law ; the very bond of peace, and of all virtues : 

** Chief grace below, and all in all abo?e.** 
. Without this divine love, centering in God 
as its supreme object, and thence descending 
in just prt^rtions to the household of faith 
«..<mr fellow creatures in general, even our 
enemies, nay, alllbankind 5 without ^is firsts 
this richest fruit of the Spirit— this heaven- 
bom charity 5 without tlus, (I speak the lan- 
guage of an Apostle,) with all our attain- 
mentsj whatever they may be, we M-e " but 
as sounding Iwass, or a tinkling cymbal.'^ Be- 
ware, therefore, of a bitter, persecuting spi- 
rit, or a haughty, disdainful disposition. It 
may be proper for you to point out errors 
where yon see them ; to detect misrepresen- 
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tations 5 and to defend the Church against 
tlie unjust imputations, or mischievous insi- 
nuations of its enemies. But this should al- 
ways be done in that spirit of meekness and 
candour, which usually renders reproof the 
most acceptable and the most salutary. 

To conclude, my brethren; pray ye al- 
ways for the peace and prosperity of Jeru- 
salem—the Church of the living God 5 for 
they shall prosper who love her. Pray as 
directed by our blessed Lord, " that the 
kingdom of God may come, and his ^ill be 
done im earth, as it is in heaven." Pray, in 
the language of the Church, <* that the com- 
fortable Gospel of Christ may be truly 
preached, truly received, and truly follow- 
ed, in all places ; <!b the breaking down the 
kingdom of sin, Satan, and death; till at 
length the whole tf Christ's dispersed sheep, 
being gathered into one fold, shall become 
partners of everlasting life, through the me- 
rits and death of Jesus Christ our Saviour." 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost, be all honour and g;lo- 
wj^ world without end. Amen. 
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AN objec^cm is often urged against th* 
Episcopal clergy in this country, which it 
thought to be a formidable one, and therefore 
it is very often repeated. It is, that the cler. 
gy of ihe Church here do not preach conform- 
ably to their own Articles. The Articles are 
claimed to be Calvinistic ; whereas the cler- 
gy, in their preaching and in their writings 
constantly oppose the Calvinistic doctrines* 
Let me expect the reader's. attention to some 
brief observations upon this subject. 

By Calvinistic doctrines, I shall take for 
granted, is to be understood, the doctrines of 
fore-ordination, unconditional election and 
reprobation, and those which are necessarUj 
connected with tiiem, namely, a partial atone- 
meat, irresistible grace, final perseverance, 
&c. When it is claimed that these doctrine# 
are contained in the Articles of the Churchf 
a particular reference is undoubtedly had ta 
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the irth Article;* It has often been sIiowr 
bj writers of the Church, that ihis Article 
does not necessanly imply or inculcate the 
doctrine of unconditional election and repro- 
bation, without regard to foreseen obedience 
«r disobedience. Indeed^ there is not a word 
iXL the Article concerning an irreversible de- 
cree of reprobation, or of fore -ordination to 
everlast-ng death. All that has any bearing 
upon this point, is contained in five lines to- 
wards the latter part of the Article^^ and is as 
follows : " So, for curious and carnal persons, 
lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have continu- 
Ally before their eyes the sentence of God's 
predestination, U a most dangerous downfall, 
. whereby the devil doth thrust th^m either in- 
to desperation, or into wretchlessness of most 
unclean living, no less perilous than despera- 
tion.>' The sense of this sentence is certain- 
ly somewhat obscure. Let us, however, ex- 
amine it carefully, and see if we camH dis- 
cover its general meaning. " So, for curious 
*nd carnal persons, lacking the Spirit of 
Christ ;" that is, for wicked persons, desti- 
t^tft of an upright and gracious principle, eft' 



riotiftlj^ inquiring into secret mysteric*, whilat 
thej neglect their duty aa plainly revealed : 
for such persons ■ *' to have continually before 
their eyes the sentence of God's predestina- 
tion-" Here we may observe, that it is sup- 
posed these persons may have the sentence of 
God's predestination continually before their 
eyes ; consequently this sentence 'cannot be 
any secret decree^ or determination, with re- 
«pect to Ibem ; for if it were a secret decree 
or sentence, they could not have it thus be- 
fore their eroes. What, then, must be under- 
stood by th?sentence of predestination, which 
wicked persons may have continually before 
their eyes ? I can rationally understand by it 
nothing more nor less, than that sentence of 
condemnation pronounced in the scriptures 
upon all wicked and ungodly persons ; that 
divine decree, so often declared in the word 
of God, that the wicked shall forever perish ; 
that the unrighteous shall not inherit the king- 
dom of God ; " and that such as know not 
God, and obey not the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, shall be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from, the presence •f the Lord^ 
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and from the glory of his J;)ower." This is 
that general sentence of predestination, or 
condemnation, passed upon the ungodlj in 
the holy scriptures. But this sentence, as it 
respects any individual, is not irreversible.r- 
For thus saith die Lord, " When I say unto 
the ivicked, Thou shalt surely die 3 if he turn 
from his sin, and da that which is lawful and 
■right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.'* 
Now, for curious and carnal per^sons, lacking^ 
the Spirit of Christ 5 having no evidence, no^ 
reason to think, that they are in the favour of 
God, or that they are such as Gfftl'has predes- 
^nated unto life, or determined to deliver 
from curse and damnation ; for such persons 
to have the above mentioned sentence con- 
tinually before their eyes, is to be in a most 
awful and dangerous condition 5 and of which 
the devil may take the advantage to thrust 

• • • 

them into desperation,*— to induce them, from 
a view of their present sinful and dangerous 
state, to despair of God's *mercy 5 or else to 
Ihrow oft* all restraint, and presumptuously 
go on in their wickedness, which is " no less 
/perilous tlian desperation." 
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This is the best, and indeed the only ra^ 
iional exposition that I am able to give of this 
part of the Article. And with respect to the 
fonner part, which relates to predestination 
unto life, I think it may be fairlj explained in 
the same way. But whatever may be admit- 
ted, concerning the election or predestina- 
tion of certain persons to fo/e, yet to the ab- 
solute, irrespective, unconditional reprobation 
of any of the human race, I can never agree r 
because it contradicts many express declara- 
tions of Scripture ; and because it is utterly 
inconsistent with the Divine Attributes. 

« Furthermore, (says the article,) we must 
*«ceive Ood's promises in such wise as they 
be generally set forth to «» in Holy Scrip^ 
ture ; and in our doings, that will of God is 
to be followed, which we have expressly de^ 
elared to us in the word of God." ' Here the 
language is plain, and easy to be understood • 
directing us to conform ourselves to the re- 
vealed will of God, and to follow it as our 
only guide ; and to receive the promises, as 
fefty are generally set forth in Holy Scrip- 
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tore ;' vid certainly, thej are aet forth ihet% 
coaditionally. 

In the brief illustration of the article vrhich 
I have given, I will not pretend to be confi- 
dent that I am perrfectly correct. A great 
part of the article itself is amlwlguouslj ex- 
pressed* But there is one method bj which 
I think we may come to its meaning, with 
considerable certainty. It is generally allow- 
ed, that scripture is its own best interpreter*. 
If we meet with a passage in the Bible, which 
is intricate and difficult to be understood ; if 
we compare it with other passages which 
treat upon the same subject, or which have a 
bearing upon the same point, and which ar^^ 
more fully, and more plainly expressed, we 
are thereby greatly assisted in the ducidatibn. 

_ ^ 

The same method should be pursued, in ex- 
plaining the articles. The framers of those 
articles of the Church, undoubtedly meant to 
be consistent. They 4id not intend to con- 
tradict in one, what they inculcated in ano. 
Aer. Let us see, then, whether there is not 
some other article, which will assist us in the 
ItfpositiQn of tins. There is, I think, one in 
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particular $ whicb, if it does not explain io liH 
wliat is the meaning of Ibe irth acticle, yet it 
shorn us plainly, what is mot the meaning of 
it. The article to which I aUude is the Slst 
^ Of the one obia;tion of Christ, finished on 
the cross." ** The offering of Christ once 
made, is that perfect redemption, propitiation^ 
and satisfaction, for all the sins of the whole 
world, both ori^nal and actual«"s"rHere is n^ 
ambiguity, nothing which can, with any shew 
ef i^eason, be construed dUEerent ways. Boty 
are Calvinists wilUng to subscribe to this ar- 
ticle P If so, they must renounce some arti* 
eles m the Saybrook Platform, and in their 
other confessions of faith ; or else admit as 
palpable a contradiction, as ean w^ll be ex- 
pressed or thought of* 

If, then, the 17th ai*ticle, (the meaning of 
which is more doubtful,) is in conformity 
with the Slst, which is entirQly plain, and th<e 
meaning of which we caunpt mistake 5 it must 
be evident that the former was not intended 
to inculcate the doctrine of election and re- 
probation, in the Calvinistic senses and in n# 
other article is tie subject of election m^^ 
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fioned. But, (as a certain writer remarks,) 
^' it runs through almost every diapter x& t\ie 
Confession of Faith of the Calvihistic Church- 
es. ' It is the corner stone of Calvinism. It. 
is the spirit which extends its. sullen reign 
through every part of the gloomy edifice 
which Calvin et^cted." The articles of the 
Church, then, are not Cal^nistic. And I 
'(!hallenge any one to produce any thing in the 
Liturgy, Creeds, Catechism, or in any of the 
offices of the Chtireh, which gives the least 
countenance to the doctrines of unconditional 
election and reprobation. But there are many 
things in these, which impliedly ojipose and 
contradict ^iose doctrines. In our prayers 
we are frequently directed to address our 
Maker, as one " who has compassion upon 
all m^, and who hateth nothing which he ha» 
made 5 who wouldst not the death of a sinner, 
but ralher that he should turn from his sln» 
and be saved.'' We address our Saviour m 
« the Lamb of God, who taketh away the siut 
of the world.^' The prayers for those who 
are to be admitted into Holy Orders, con- 
cludes as f«Uow8 : And to those who shall b^ 
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If show, that the Episcopal Church dlsK^laima 
the doctrine of absolute and particular elec- 
tion and reprobation. Let the above quota- 
tions^ together with the Slst article, be com- 
pared with the Calvinistic doctrines, as ex- 
presslj laid down in their Confessions of 
Faith, and it must appear strikitiglj evident, 
ihattiiej are entirely opposed tOj and utterly 
inconsistent with each other. The Presbyte- 
rian Confession of Faith says, " By the de- 
cree of God, for the manifestation of. his glo- 
ry, some men and angels are predestinated 
unto everlasting life, and others fore-ordain- 
ed to everlasting death." " Neither are any 
other redeemed by Christ, eftectually called, 
justified, adopted, or saved, but the elect on- 
ly, " The rest of mankind, God was pleas- 
ed, according to the unsearchable counsel of 
his own will, whereby he extendeth or with- 
draweth mercy as he pleaseth, for the glory 
of his sovereign power over his creatures, to 
pass by, and to ordain them to dishonour and 
wrath, for their sin, to the praise of his glo- 
rious justice.''— Pres. Ckmf. of FaitK^ ch. S, 
•ec. 5, 6, 7. 

jiA^nd now, I would say, in the language of 
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m. vrriter in the Churchman's Magazine, the 
above quotationd are made, and the above re- 
marks ^^ dictated, bj no sentiment of disre* 
ipect for thqse denominations, who, in the 
exercise of an acknowledged right, maintain 
the tenets of Calvinism. With many indivi- 
duals of tiiese denominations, the writer ia 
in habits of intimate acquaintance and friend- 
ship." He is induced to make these re- 
marks and comparisons, " by the charge as- 
siduously propagated, that, while the articles 
ef the Episcopal Church maintain the tenets 
of Calvinism, the clei^ of this church in 
America, maintain opposite doctrines } and 
are therefore guilty of opposing the standards 
of their Church* Thia charge, so materially 
affecting the consistency, the reputation, and 
the character of the Episcopal clergy, could 
in no other way be (so clearly) refuted, as by 
comparing the Confessions of Faith of the 
CalvinisticJfcurches, with the Articles (and 
Liturgy) oTOie Episcopal Church ; and thus 
asceiiiaining their dissLmilarity and opposi- 
tion." 
But it is said; that in England, a number of 
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the Episcopal clargy hold strictly to the Cal- 
Tinistic doctrines, a&d constaQtly inculcate 
them. Admitting this to be true, what doea 
it prove ? Certainlj it does not prove that the 
articles or doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, as generally received and understood 
by Episcopalians there^ are calvinistic. I 
have known several ^ Congregational clergy- 
men, who did not believe the Calvinistic doe- 
trines of Election and Reprobation, and who 
preached pointedly agiinst them, &€. (and 
tiiere are a number of such now in this coun- 
try.) I do not, however, from thence infer, 
that the doctrines of the Congregational 
churches, as' generally received and under- 
stood among thcnv are not Calvinistic. The 
deviatioh of some individuals, in any denomi- 
nation of Christians, from the doctrines ge- 
nerally received by such denomination, does 
not alter the character of that denuannation, 
as to its religious doptrines. ^ 

The great body of the Episc^i clergy ifl 
England, have^been, and still are opposed to 
the distinguishing doctrines of CalviniBm. 
And if there have been^ and still are^ some in- 
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dividttals who believe in> and inculcate those 
doctrines, this doe:* not prove that the Church 
of England in its doctrines and articles^ it 
Calvinistic. 

Very few of the theo}og;icaI writers of &e 
£piscopa4 church in England^ have fiivoured 
the Galvinistic doctrines; while those who 
have been its greatest ornaments, both for abi- 
lities and piety, have constantly inculcated 
the opposite doctrines, as both agreeable to' 
•cripture and tlie articles of the church. .In 
proof of this, I might weary both myself and 
the reader with quotations. I will, at pre- 
sent, introduce but one or two, and they are 
from the works of Archbishop Tillotson. 
The first is from the nin^th volimie of his scr- 
mous, 281st page, as follows : " No man hath 
reason either to charge his fault, or his pu- 
nishment, upon God : he is free from the 
blood of all men ; he sincerely d^ires our 
happiness ^ but we ¥riifully ruih ourselves • 
and when he tells that he . desires not the 
death of a Sinner, but rather tiiat he should 
turn from his wickedness a>nd live ; that he 
would have all men to be saved, and* to come 



104 

to thfe knowledge ^ the trutii 5 <Jiat ke is noi 
, urilling that any should .|>eri8hj bat that all 
. should come to repentance 5 he plainly means 
as he says 5 he doth not spedc to us with any 
reserve, or dark distinction between his se- 
cret and revealed will ; he does not decree 
one thing, and declare auothen And if this 
be so, no man hath reason to be discouraged 
from attempting and endeavoraipg. his own 
happiness, upon a jealousy and surmise that 
God hath, by any fatal decree, put a bar to it 
from all eternity: for if he had so absolutely 
resolved to make the ^eatest part of man- 
kind iniscmble, without any respect to their 
actions in this world, he would never have 
said that he desire that all should be saved ; 
he would not have exhorted all men to work 
out thei^ own salvation. Had he taken up 
any such resdujion, he would have declared 
it to all the world : for he hath power enough 
in his hand, to do what he pleaseth, and none 
can resist his will 5 so that he did not need to 
have dissembled the matter, and. to have pre- 
tended a desire to save men» when he was re*" 
solved to ruin them.'* " • * 
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I must still ask the reader's atteniionto ime 
more qo^tation from this emineat divine of 
the Chareh of England* It is from the dghth 
Tolume of his sermons, %7Sih page-*-a sermon 
on the goodness of God. " But if by repro- 
bation (says the author) be meant, either that 
God -hath decreed, without reepect to the sins 
of meh, their absolute ruin and misery ; or 
that he hath decreed that they shall inevitably 
die and perish ; it Cannot be denied, but that 
such a reprobation as this, doth clearly over- 
throvtr all possible notion of goodness. I have 
told you, that the true and only notion of 
goodness in God,- is this ; that it is a propea* 
sion and disposition of the Divine nature, to 
communicate being and happiness to his crea* 
tures : but surely nothing" can be' more plain- 
ly contrary to a disposition td make them hap-* 
py, than an absolute decree, and a peremptory 
resolution, to make them miserable. God is 
infinitely better than the be^t'of men; and 
yet none can possibly think that man a good 
man, who should absolutely resolve to disin- 
herit and destroy his children, without the 
foresight and consideration of any fault to be 
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committed by fhem. We may talk of the 
goodness of God ; but it is not aSi easy mat- 
ter to devise to say any thing wwse tiiaji thi« 
of the devil. 

^^ But it is said, reprobation is an act of 
sovereignty, and, therefore, not to be mea- 
sured by the common rules of goodness. But 
it is contrary to goodness, and plainly tncon- 
sisient wUh U$ and we must not attribute 
such a sovereignty to Grod as contradicts his 
goodness 5 for if the sovereignty of God may 
break in at pleasure upon his other attributes, 
then it signifies nothing to say, that God is 
good, and wise, and just, if his sovereignty 
may at any ^dmo act contrary io tbese perfec-' 
tions. 

^ Now, if the doctrine of absolute reproba- 
tion, and the goodness of God, cannot possi- 
bly stand together, the <]uestion is, which of 
tbem ought to fi^ve way to tiie otiier ? What 
St. Paul determines in another casis, concern- 
ing the truth and fidelity of God, will equally 
bold concerning his goodness : Let God be 
good, and every man a liar. The doctrine of 
absolute reprtbatioiii 19 ua part of the dtq-^ 
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Iriiie of Ibe Holy Seriptnres, that ever I could 
find : and there's the rule of our faith. If 
some great divines have held this doctrine, 
not in opposition to die goodness of God, but 
hoping they might be reconciled together, let 
them do it if they can ; but if they cannot^ 
rather let the schools of the greatest divines 
be called in question, than the ^goodness qf 
God, which, next to his being, is the greatest 
and clearest truth in the worlds' * ■■ ■ ■! have 
^yen these lengthy quotations from this emi- 
nent writer, because they appear to me to ex- 
hibit an instance of fair and forcible reason* 
ing, upon an important and interesting point 
I shall only add further, that if any persons 
ahall still be disposed to. charge tho clergy of 
the Church with preaching doctrines contrary 
to their own articles, though it may possibly 
have-the eftect to mislead some of their peo* 
pie f yet it will not^ I trust, induce any of tiie 
clergy to deviate, in their preaching, fronv 
those doctrines which they themselves believe 
to be agreeable to Scripture, and to the Arti- 
cles and Liturgy ^of the Episcopal Churciu 
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